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Objectives of the paper : 

 This course is an introductory paper on the Cultural Heritage of India.  It intends 
to provide an insight into the rich and varied cultural heritage of India.    

 To enable learners to appreciate the composite nature of Indian culture.  

 To develop among learners a feeling of love and a sense of belonging towards 

nation-building. 

 The paper introduces the various cultural heritage components like the different 
fairs, festivals, dances, art, architecture and heritage, which are essential to a 
deeper understanding of History. 
 

 Course Outcomes: At the end of the course, the student should be able to 

 Infer ideas about the various aspects of cultural heritage and cultural diversity from 
a historical perspective. 

 Distinguish the  numerous cultural practices that have evolved over the centuries. 

 Analyze the changing socio-cultural scenarios of India. 

 Display the diversity of our cultural heritage, cultural forms, and cultural 
expressions through the performing arts, fairs, and festivals. 

 

 

 

 

 



  CONTENT OF COURSE - OE Total No. 
Hours - 42 

UNIT I – Introduction   08 

Chapter 1 Meaning, Definition of Cultural Heritage  2 

Chapter 2 Concepts, Characteristics types of Indian Cultural Heritage:  Tangible, 
intangible, Oral and Living traditions. 

4 

Chapter 3 Significance of Cultural Heritage in Human life. 2 

UNIT II – Ethnic Indian Cultural Construct – Fairs & Festivals 15 

Chapter 4 Historical background of fairs and festivals. 3 

Chapter 5 
Major festivals of India : 

Dussherra,  Diwali,  Pongal,  Holi,   Onam,   Buddha Poornima  Guru 
Parb,  Eid- Ul-Fitr, Ramzan, Christmas, Easter.  

6 

Chapter 6  
Major fairs of India:  

Kumbha Mela, Pushkar Mela, Baisakhi, The Urs of Ajmer, Rath Yatra,  
Hemis - Gompa. 

6 

UNIT III – Traditional Performing Art & Heritage of India 19 

Chapter 7  
Indian Classical dances as Cultural Heritage 
Classical Dances : Bharatanatyam, Manipuri, Kathak, Odissi, Kathakali, 
Kuchipudi. 

5 

Chapter 8 

Folk dances and theatre:  Garba, Ghoomar, Lavani, Yakshagana, 
Katputli. 

Music : Classical, Hindustani, Sufi. 
Oral Tradition and performing Arts : Bhajan, Katha, Sankirtan, 
Harikatha.   

7 

Chapter 9 

Styles of Architecture  
Stupas, Caves, Viharas and Chaityas 
Nagara, Dravida and Vesara style of architecture – Rock cut and 
structural.     

7 
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